USPS Modifies Rate Marking Standards for Classification Reform





Optional Use of AUTO Marking -


	Effective July 1, 1996, 100% delivery point barcoded (letters and flats) or ZIP + 4 barcoded (flats only) mailings will be required to qualify for automation rates and all properly barcoded mailpieces will have an opportunity to qualify for an automation rate.  The Postal Service believes that beginning July 1 the volume of delivery point barcoded (DPBC) or ZIP + 4 barcoded mail not mailed at an automation rate (excluding carrier route rate mail that bears the proper rate marking) will be very insignificant and that Postal Service data collectors will be able to accurately identify pieces bearing mailer-applied barcodes that were mailed at an automation rate without the necessity of requiring the added AUTO marking under the conditions below.  Therefore, effective July 1, First-Class and Standard Mail (A) pieces mailed at a non-carrier route automation rate will not be required to bear the “AUTO” marking under the following conditions:





A.  Placement of barcode


1.  Letter-Size Pieces:  A DPBC is printed in the address block (either on the outside of the mailpiece or on an insert appearing through an address window) or on an insert appearing through a barcode window in the lower right portion (barcode clear zone) of the envelope.





2.  Flat-Size Pieces:  A ZIP + 4 barcode or DPBC is printed in the address block either on the outside of the mailpiece or on an insert appearing through an address window.





B. Required rate markings


1.  First-Class Mail:  Pieces that are mailed at an automation rate and that do not bear the “AUTO” marking under A. above must bear the markings “Presorted” and “First-Class” in accordance with applicable standards.


2. Standard Mail (A):  Pieces that are mailed at a Regular automation rate and that do not bear the “AUTO” marking under a. above must be marked “Bulk Rate” or “Blk Rt” in accordance with applicable standards.





AUTOCR Marking Required - 


	Since carrier route identification codes may appear on any mailpieces and many mailers apply such codes to pieces that are not mailed at carrier route rates, effective July 1, pieces mailed at First-Class automation carrier route rates and pieces mailed at Standard Mail (A) Enhanced Carrier Route basic automation rates for letters must be marked “AUTOCR” (except as noted below for batch-type manifest mailers)  As clarification, the “AUTO” marking is required on pieces bearing a DPBC in the lower right barcode clear area except when the barcode appears on an insert appearing through a barcode window.





Manifest Mailing Rate Code in Keyline Meets Rate Marking Requirements - 


	Mailers authorized to present batch-type manifest mailings under the provisions of Domestic Mail Manual (DMM) P710 must include a rate category code in the keyline that must appear on each piece.  Under the standards in P710.2.5, this 2-letter rate code meets the marking standards for the following markings (today and under classification reform) provided the keyline appears in the top line of the address block or in the lower left area of the mailpiece in accordance with DMM P710 Exhibit 3.1:  AUTO, AUTOCR, ECRLOT, ECRWSH, ECRWSS, Presorted, Car Rt Sort.


